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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA’S MINISTER OF TOURISM AND INVESTMENT REACHES MILLIONS OF UK VIEWERS WITH PRIME-TIME TELEVISION APPEARANCES

Influential Broadcast Slots on BBC and CNBC Featuring Minister Charles Fernandez
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4 June 2020 (London, England) - In the past two weeks, both BBC News and CNBC Europe have featured Antigua and Barbuda’s Minister of Tourism and Investment, the Honourable Charles Fernandez on their prime-time news channels, to discuss everything from the impact of Covid-19 on the tourism sector in Antigua and Barbuda, the success and progress made with the twin-island nation’s vaccination programme, and the decisions made by the UK government with the announcement of the Green and Amber Lists. 

On Friday 21st May, the Minister of Tourism and Investment joined CNBC Europe in an exclusive interview to discuss the optimism for tourism this year. The platform offered an opportunity for the Minister to update UK audiences with the successful vaccination rates and country’s measures and protocols in place to keep all tourists healthy and safe. Minister Charles Fernandez offered a fresh perspective and confidence in the pick-up of tourism throughout 2021, reinforcing the fact that Antigua and Barbuda has vaccinated over 30% of its population and are within the world’s top 20 countries for vaccination rates. 

Hot on the heels of this television appearance, last night, the UK government announced that no new countries were to be added to the UK’s Green List, dashing the hopes of increased travel to Antigua and Barbuda in the next month. The Minister joined BBC presenter and host Ben Brown on the prime-time 5pm news show to offer his perspective on the announcement, stating “Yes, we’re very disappointed with the decision but we understand the concern for lives and safety. In Antigua and Barbuda we take that as a priority and we can’t fault any country for wanting to keep their people safe”.

Coronavirus has led to a staggering demand for trusted TV news, and the BBC News Channel is the UK’s biggest authority on both domestic and international breaking news. Last year, the channel was reaching 438 million viewers per week and the producers hope to reach a weekly average of half a billion viewers in 2022. The substantial platform has given Antigua and Barbuda a direct connection with UK travellers and consumers, and last night’s television appearance would have reached a substantial figure of UK households. This appearance, coupled with the CNBC interview in May has given Antigua and Barbuda important access to a key demographic in the UK population. 

The next Green List announcement is due towards the end of June, and Antigua and Barbuda remain hopeful to be added to this coveted spot to encourage bookings and visitation over the summer months. Currently the position on the Amber List means UK travellers have to quarantine on their return in the UK in addition to taking multiple PCR tests to show no evidence of infection.

###


About Antigua and Barbuda:
Antigua & Barbuda is the largest of the Leeward Islands. The 365 white and pink sand beaches, one for every day of the year, are just the beginning of the treasures that await visitors.  Antigua’s rich history and spectacular topography provide a variety of popular sightseeing opportunities. Nelson’s Dockyard, the only remaining example of a Georgian fort commissioned by the British in 1755, is perhaps the most renowned landmark. Betty’s Hope, built in 1674, is the site of one of the first full-scale sugar plantations on Antigua, and offers a chance to step back into time by visiting the restored mills. Another unique attraction is Devil’s Bridge, located at the eastern tip of the island in Indian Town National Park, where Atlantic breakers have carved out a natural limestone arch. Antigua boasts a varied tourism calendar including events such as the World Class Antigua Sailing Week, Classic Yacht Regatta, Antigua Sports Fishing and also the annual Carnival; known as the Caribbean’s Greatest Summer Festival. Island accommodation ranges from luxury resorts and all-inclusive hotels to smaller more intimate boutique guesthouses and cottages. Find information on Antigua & Barbuda at: www.visitantiguabarbuda.com 

For Antigua and Barbuda media enquiries, please contact:
Maria Blackman
Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority
T: 1 (268) 562 7600/464-7601
E: maria.blackman@visitaandb.com
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Coronavirus: Foreign travel restrictions
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