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NELSON’S DOCKYARD NATIONAL PARK
LOCATION:

English Harbor, Antigua 

 

+268-481-50214 Tel.       
            
 



NationalParksAntigua.com 
The only continuously working Georgian dockyard in the world, Nelson’s Dockyard is located in the largest of Antigua’s National Parks and still functions as a dockyard for numerous yachts and ships. Fully restored to its original splendor, the eighteenth and nineteenth century buildings of the Dockyard house modern amenities such as shops, hotels, and marina businesses. Outside the dockyard, historic forts dot the landscape of the park accessible by hiking trails which allow visitors to enjoy the park’s scenic and natural beauty.



In 2016, Nelson’s Dockyard earned the status of being named a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
ADMINISTRATOR:
Antigua and Barbuda National Parks Authority 
EXECUTIVE 

Ann Marie Martin, National Parks Commissioner 
PERSONNEL:

 
HOURS/ADMISSION:
Monday – Saturday, 8:00 a.m – 6:00 p.m.

US $8 for visitors, US $3 or EC $8 for locals.
This includes entrance to all sites including Dow’s Hill and Shirley Heights
The dockyard provides wheelchair access to most areas




OVERVIEW:

Nelson’s Dockyard, located on the south coast of the island, is the heart of Antigua’s naval history and the home of its modern yachting community. Numerous forts and military posts including Shirley Heights, Fort Berkeley, Fort Charlotte, and Fort George are found in the park. The Dow’s Hill Interpretation Centre gives visitors insights into the area’s history and its numerous hiking trails, shops, and restaurants provide visitors plenty to do.
ATTRACTIONS:
Interpretation Center:  Dow’s Hill has an interpretation center that offers a well crafted and knowledgeable production on the history, culture and heritage of Antigua and Barbuda. Look back into the six ages of time that have shaped and formed what our island is today in air conditioned and relaxing comfort. 
Shirley Heights Lookout: Shirley Heights is a restored military lookout and gun battery which provides a spectacular view over English Harbour and Falmouth Harbour. A visit to Shirley Heights is a must on a Sunday for its world famous sunset party, a tradition that dates back for years and features a healthy serving of live music, food and festivities. The sunset is unbelievable! It kicks off every Sunday at 4 p.m. 
Museum:  An on-site museum is laid out within the Naval Clerk’s House in the center of Nelson’s Dockyard. The Dockyard Museum highlights the history of the only continuously working Georgian Dockyard in the world and serves as the center of archaeological, environmental, and historical research in Antigua.
Hiking Trails: One of the best ways to experience the beauty of the national park is by taking a scenic hike. The “Pillars of Hercules” hike is one of the most popular trails, containing a 5.4-mile loop which features spectacular views and leads visitors through historic ruins and across a portion of our beautiful coastline. 
Tours: Customizable tours can also be modified to fit each visitor’s specific desires. A complimentary tour is included in the entrance fee, or guests may browse at their leisure. Information panels around the dockyard provide details about the many attractions. 
If guests are interested in having their wedding or special event at the National Park, they can leave the arrangements to our experienced staff. Please contact the office directly.
HISTORY:
In the early eighteenth century, the British Royal Navy recognized the strategic importance of English Harbour in protecting ships from hurricanes and in its position at the south of the island for monitoring French naval activity. Throughout the eighteenth century, the dockyard grew in importance, as it was the only harbor in the Eastern Caribbean large enough for safe naval ship repairs. From 1784 through 1787, the British Hero of Trafalgar, Horatio Nelson, served as the captain of the H.M.S Boreas, sent to Antigua to enforce British laws in the colonies. When the restoration of the dockyard began in the 1950s, it was renamed Nelson’s Dockyard in honor of the years he spent in Antigua.

Today, Nelson’s Dockyard provides many sites and activities for visitors to explore and enjoy. The Dockyard Museum, located in the former Admiral’s House, presents visitors with exhibits regarding the Dockyard’s history and current archaeological research on the island. The Copper and Lumber Store Historic Inn offers five-star accommodations and is a magnificent venue for special occasions. Businesses including gift shops, art galleries, and restaurants also reside in the Dockyard and demonstrate how the park preserves the area’s unique cultural heritage while meeting modern needs.

ACCOMMODATIONS:
For visitors who wish to stay in the Nelson’s Dockyard itself, there are two beautifully restored hotels. The Admiral’s Inn and the Copper and Lumber Store Historic Inn offer a range of rooms facilities and events.

Admiral’s Inn: Located just within Nelson’s Dockyard, the Admiral’s Inn provides the perfect mix of contemporary accommodations and eighteenth-century charm. With picturesque views of English Harbour and an outdoor restaurant, the Admiral’s Inn is an ideal quiet repose for a relaxing stay.
Copper & Lumber Store Historic Inn: In the heart of the Dockyard, the Copper and Lumber Store Historic Inn gives visitors a chance to enjoy the bustle of the working marina in comfort and ease. Offering stunning views of English Harbour and Fort Berkeley, the Copper and Lumber Store Historic Inn takes you back in time to the height of Caribbean sophistication and style. In addition to its courtyard restaurant and historic pub, the exquisitely kept grounds offer a historic and unique venue for special events. 

DINING:

Several restaurants inside the national park give visitors the option of having a quick bite on the go as they sightsee, or a first-class meal at a table by the waterfront. International and local cuisine are available from breakfast to dinner with meals served daily. On a Friday night, the Copper and Lumber hosts Seafood Friday. It was deservedly named by USA Today as one of the top five fish frys in the entire Caribbean. 
YACHTING:
The Nelson’s Dockyard Marina is one the prettiest pieces of living history in the Caribbean. Once the naval base for the Royal Navy, the marina is now the home of some of the most impressive super yachts in the world. This busy dockyard is littered with shops, cafes and restaurants, with two fine hotels set into the picturesque Georgian dockyard.

The Marina is a beautiful place to stop in for a few days, and if you are lucky enough to be here during the Classic Regatta, Sailing Week, or the Antigua Charter Yacht Show then the atmosphere is electric, complete with exciting races and fun after parties.

SPECIAL EVENTS:
The Dockyard is host of several annual events including Antigua Sailing Week and the Antigua Charter Yacht Show.  In addition, the Antigua Classic Yacht Regatta and the RORC 600 Caribbean race are held within the National Park making it one of the centers of sailing in the Caribbean. 

CLIMATE:

Antigua has a tropical climate with the weather being warm and mostly dry all year round. The winter months are December through to March and still have an average pleasant daily temperature of 27°C or 81°F.
DIRECTIONS:

Located in English Harbour. From St. John’s, simply continue along all of All Saints Road all the way to English Harbour.
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