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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA INCREASES REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY 
AS AIR ANTILLES LAUNCHES THIS DECEMBER
ST. JOHN’S, ANTIGUA (November 29, 2021) – Antigua and Barbuda will be ramping up its regional airlift this winter season as the destination welcomes increased service from Guadeloupe based airline, Air Antilles in December. 
The French airline will be introducing new routes, with twice weekly services on Monday and Friday from Barbados and St. Lucia. The inaugural flights are scheduled to land at Antigua’s V.C. Bird International Airport, with passengers disembarking a non-stop flight from Barbados, and a one-stop from St. Lucia, effective December 17th, 2021. 
Air Antilles will also launch a direct non-stop service twice per week, on Wednesday and Sunday, to Antigua from St. Maarten, with connection to Guadeloupe. This service will provide a resumption in airlift to the neighbouring French Caribbean islands, which are key regional markets for Antigua.
Antigua and Barbuda’s Minister of Tourism, The Honourable Charles Fernandez said, “As demand for travel returns, Antigua and Barbuda is re-establishing itself as the heartbeat of the Caribbean. The connectivity afforded by the integration of another regional carrier into our network, represents an opportunity for us to augment regional travel, and enables us to continue our move towards increasing arrivals from the wider Caribbean market.”
Marketing Consultant for the Caribbean Region, Charmaine Spencer said, “This welcome boost in airlift will benefit Antigua and Barbuda, by providing increased connectivity to the region, and strengthening the country’s strategic positioning as a major hub in the Northern English-speaking Caribbean.”
“The addition of this service has been highly anticipated since Antigua is a vital gateway to fulfilling Air Antilles’ commitment to providing key airlift across the English-speaking Caribbean. We are thrilled to be flying into the destination and look forward to servicing Antigua and Barbuda, and travellers to Antigua for the long-haul”, noted Romain Hordel, Commercial Director of Air Antilles.
The Air Antilles partnership will also extend the destination’s reach into the Dutch-speaking Caribbean, with one-stop flights from Antigua via St. Maarten to Aruba and Curacao. In addition to greater regional access, Air Antilles through its Caribsky Alliance and code share flights with major airlines such as, Air France, Corsair International, and WINAIR, brings improved connectivity to the French Antilles, with onward connections to Europe. 
The airline will operate the following flight schedule to and from Antigua’s V.C Bird International Airport: 
To Antigua: 
• From Pointe-à-Pitre: Wednesday and Sunday via Sint Maarten SXM
• From Fort-de-France: Wednesday and Sunday via SXM/Pointe-à-Pitre
• From Barbados: Monday, Friday direct flight
• From Sint Maarten SXM: Wednesday and Sunday direct flight
• From Dominica: Monday, Friday via Barbados/St Lucia - Wednesday via Sint Maarten SXM
• From St Lucia: Monday, Friday via Barbados

From Antigua:
• To Pointe-à-Pitre: (Guadeloupe): Monday, Wednesday, and Friday via Sint Maarten SXM  
• To Fort-de-France: (Martinique): Monday and Friday via Pointe-à-Pitre/ Sint Maarten SXM 
• To Barbados: Wednesday and Sunday direct flight
• To Sint Maarten SXM: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday direct flight
• To Dominica: Wednesday and Sunday via St-Lucia / Barbados
• To St Lucia: Wednesday and Sunday via Barbados

For further information on Air Antilles scheduling and flights, travellers can visit: www.airantilles.com .
###
About Antigua & Barbuda:
The 365 white and pink sand beaches of Antigua & Barbuda, one for every day of the year, are just the beginning of the treasures that await visitors. Antigua’s rich history and spectacular topography provide a variety of popular sightseeing opportunities. Nelson’s Dockyard, the only remaining example of a Georgian fort commissioned by the British in 1755, is perhaps the most renowned landmark. Betty’s Hope, built in 1674, is the site of one of the first full-scale sugar plantations on Antigua, and offers a chance to step back into time by visiting the restored mills. Another unique attraction is Devil’s Bridge, located at the eastern tip of the island in Indian Town National Park, where Atlantic breakers have carved out a natural limestone arch. Antigua boasts a varied tourism calendar including events such as the World Class Antigua Sailing Week, Classic Yacht Regatta, Antigua Sports Fishing and also the annual Carnival; known as the Caribbean’s Greatest Summer Festival. Island accommodation ranges from luxury resorts and all-inclusive hotels to smaller more intimate boutique guesthouses and cottages. For information about Antigua & Barbuda visit www.visitantiguabarbuda.com

For Antigua and Barbuda media enquiries, please contact:
Maria Blackman
Antigua and Barbuda Tourism Authority 
T: 1 (268) 562 7600/464-7601
E: maria.blackman@visitaandb.com 
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The beach is just the beginning...




